HO                      CHRONOLOGY  OF   FAILURE
German column captures Orleans. In northern Lorraine, Ger-
man troops are approaching St. Mihiel, and are also advanc-
ing through the Maginot Line south of Saarbriicken. Sarre-
bourg and other cities in that area have been taken, despite
strong French resistance. A later German communique an-
nounces the capture of the fortress of Metz. French military
spokesmen in Bordeaux admit to the Associated Press that
the Army has been split into four parts. No continuous front
is being held. The French radio announces, however, that the
French fleet and air force are "intact."
The B.E.F. and members of the Royal Air Force are being
withdrawn from France as rapidly as possible. The S.S. Lan-
castria, evacuating troops from St. Nazaire, is sunk this after-
noon in the Loire with a loss of over 4,000 lives.
In the evening Prime Minister Churchill broadcasts the
following brief message: "The news from France is very bad,
and I grieve for the gallant French people who have fallen
into this terrible misfortune. Nothing will alter our feelings
towards them, or our faith that the genius of France will rise
again. What has happened in France makes no difference to
British faith and purpose. We have become the sole cham-
pions now in arms to defend the world cause. We shall do
our best to be worthy of that high honor. We shall defend our
island, and, with the British Empire around us, we shall fight
on unconquerable until the curse of Hitler is lifted from the
brows of men. We are sure that in the end all will be well."
The text of yesterday's offer to France of an "Act of Union"
is also made public in London. It remains unknown generally